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KCI’s 40th-anniversary Interviews (2)
Kazuko KOIKE

Councilor, The Kyoto Costume Institute and Director, Towada Art Center

Celebrating the 40th anniversary of its foundation, in 2018 the Kyoto Costume Institute (KCI) is
interviewing various people who have played a part in its history. In this second installment of the
interview series, KCI interviewed Ms. Kazuko Koike, whose dedication led to the "Inventive Clothes
1909—-1939" exhibition held in Japan in 1975, which was the first milestone on the way leading to the
establishment of KCI. She is currently on the Board of Councilors of the institute.

After her university graduation, Ms. Koike started to work as an editor and made the acquaintance of
leading editors and artists of that time. In 1973, she visited New York with a group that included
fashion designer Issey Miyake. In New York, they saw an exhibition entitled Inventive Clothes 1909-
1939 at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. After coming home, Mr. Miyake contacted Mr. Koichi
Tsukamoto of the Kyoto Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI), to suggest inviting the Inventive
Clothes exhibition to Kyoto. The National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto, volunteered to be its venue.
Thanks to the great efforts led by the KCCI, the exhibition was held in 1975 in Kyoto. Ms. Koike
participated in organizing this exhibition, as well as the Evolution of Fashion 1835—1895 exhibition
held in 1980. In 1982, Ms. Koike started to issue a fashion research magazine, Dresstudy. "The people
who were engaged in those projects were enthusiastic about creation," Ms. Koike recollects. "They
were seriously attempting to engage themselves in each project as profoundly as possible."
Subsequently her professional interest broadened to include not only fashion but also other fields such
as art and design, and she started to teach at Musashino Art University, Tokyo. As a university
instructor, Ms. Koike tried to develop "designers who think" — not designers who can do only one
thing, but those who can propose something from a comprehensive perspective.

Concerning the future of the KCI, Ms. Koike hopes that the institute can organize an exhibition based

on a fundamental theme, thereby reviewing its origin. "Each exhibition manifests the age it is held,"
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says Mr. Koike. "While merchandise is oversupplied today, a project that addresses the profound issues
concerning clothes would be necessary. In this respect, the KCI would need to be more sensitive to

various, newly emerging things."
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